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Dear Parents/Guardians-  

Did you happen to see a recent SMS Facebook post?  We proudly celebrated the            

academic success of all our Spartan scholars with our all A and A/B Honor Roll         

recognition during a recent lunch!  While over 400 Spartans enjoyed some special   

recognition during this lunch, we know that so many other students are also putting 

forth such tremendous effort and dedication to their studies.  Many thanks for           

continuing to  advocate on behalf of your child's middle school years and for taking an 

active part in your child's education!  

 

We are going to remain busy over the course of this month and next month!  Please pay 

close attention for information coming out on the SCPS effort to revitalize and            

continually improve our middle schools.  As part of this effort, your 6th or 7th grade   

student recently participated in a survey to help us gain a better idea of what course  

electives they may want to take next year.  Additionally, thank you to all the parents that 

participated in the county survey to get your feedback, too.  This information will be 

used for planning purposes to we can put forth a Program of Studies at the middle 

school level that is focused on 21st century learning outcomes, be fully engaging, and 

aligned to our school system's Continuous Improvement Model.    

 

If you are an eighth grade parent, that means your child will be taking their Writing SOL 

test next month!  Our English teachers have been busily preparing students for this 

standardized test that all eighth graders take in Virginia.  Please continually remind your 

child to ensure they have a nutritious breakfast and get plenty of sleep before coming to 

school each and every day, but especially on days they take SOLs.  Our students are      

excited to demonstrate what they have learned and what they know with 

their mechanics of communicating via written form.  
 

Finally, we are continually working to become the greatest middle school in SCPS and 

continue to appreciate your support.  Our goal is to ensure a safe environment first and 

foremost, all while putting together a rich and rigorous academic environment.  
 

In Spartan Spirit...I am,  

Mr. Elchenko  



 





 

February is National Dental Health Month!      

 

Share these healthy dental reminders with your family: 

 2X2: Brush your teeth twice a day for two minutes with a    
toothpaste that contains fluoride.   A good time to brush is 
after breakfast and before bed. Don’t forget to change 
your tooth brush regularly and after an illness. 

 Clean between your teeth daily with an interdental   
cleaner, like floss. 

 Eating lots of snacks with sugar may cause cavities, so 
limit  sugary snacks. 

 

 

 

REFERENCE: 
ADA American Dental Association (2012) Brushing and Beyond: Key Oral Health Tips for  

Anyone with a Smile Retrieved from https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/oral-health-

recommendations  

https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/oral-health-recommendations
https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/oral-health-recommendations




Have you ever heard of the Sustainable Development Goals? These goals, known as the 

"Global Goals" are a blueprint of 17 goals adapted by global leaders in 2015 at the United 

Nations General  Assembly. These goals are  intended to help end poverty and  inequality 

by the year 2030.  Ms. Robert's Global Goals class has set on a mission to help and will be 

collecting healthy snacks  for Spring Break Snack bags to benefit SMS students! We are 

starting here to set in motion the achievement of these goals. You can help!  
 

***What we need***  

**Individually wrapped Snack size items:  

*Pretzels *Fruit snacks *Veggie straws *Dried fruit *Cereal cups  

*Breakfast bars *Raisins/craisins *Juice boxes  

*Small water bottles  
 

If you are able to send any individually wrapped snack items listed above to school with 

your child, we will accept them from January 29th -March 6th. This class is working on  

several small projects to  include a recycling team, a grounds improvement team, and 

bringing more nature to our school campus by putting up bluebird boxes! The students 

work so hard and  appreciate your support. Thank you! 



Neal Shusterman, author of Scythe, will be visiting SMS on 

February 19th. The library has copies of 

Scythe and its sequels Thunderhead and 

The Toll available for purchase. Each 

book is $15 and can be purchased in the 

library with cash or check made out to 

Stafford Middle School. Students who 

purchase a book from the library will be 

invited to hear Mr. Shusterman speak 

and get their books signed. Students 

who have read Mr. Shusterman's work 

and discussed it with their ELA teachers will also be invited to 

the presentation. Thank you so much to our SMS PTO for 

helping to make this event happen!  

Wow!  It’s hard to believe it’s already February!  In English class 

we have been busy finishing up our study of fiction and will be 

focusing on analyzing nonfiction.  We will also practice writing 

multi-paragraph compositions with elaboration and unity. Finally, 

we will begin analyzing the author's use of figurative language 

and describe how word choice and imagery contribute to the 

meaning of a text.  





On Saturday, Jan 25, twelve of our band students auditioned for All-District 

Band.  There were over 400 students who auditioned from twenty-three 

schools.  A HUGE  congratulations to the following SMS students who were 

selected by their audition to participate in the event weekend.  

 

Isabella K.-3rd chair clarinet, concert band  

Sarah J.-4th chair alto sax, symphonic band  

Griffin H.- 1st chair bassoon, symphonic band  

Alex G.-W.-12th chair trumpet, symphonic band  

Ben M.-5th chair trombone, symphonic band  

Irene T.-8th chair trombone, concert band  

Josh S.-3rd chair tuba, symphonic band  

Connor J.-1st alternate tenor sax  

 

The event weekend is Feb. 14/15 at Brooke Point High School. The concert will 

be at 3:00 p.m. on Feb. 15.  

 

Family and Consumer Science classes have been cooking!  But now 

we need magazines donated for a class project.  Many thanks!  



 

 

Our cafeteria will be having one activity per month for a 

chance for the students to win a goodie.  The current activity is 

to predict who will win the Super Bowl and the score.  Listen 

to the announcements for the winner and the next challenge. 

Tuesday, February 18th 

4-9pm 

 

315 Garrisonville Rd, Ste 101 
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Word of the Month: 
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